
UUCOMMUNICATOR
Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Oxford

January, 2006
Visit us at: http://www.uuoxford.com

e-mail: uuoxford@bellsouth.net

>>>>>>>>> CONTENTS <<<<<<<<<<<<
CALENDAR
NEW MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
SPAFER

>>>>>>> CALENDAR <<<<<<<<<<<<<<
Directions to UU Hall from Jackson Avenue:.
1. Travel on College Hill Road towards Clear

Creek.
2. At the intersection with Old Sardis Rd.(stop

sign) continue straight onto CR 314 for 3.5
miles.

3. Turn right onto CR 198 (should be white sign
saying Unitarian  Universalist Congregation of
Oxford, but sometimes it blows down).

4. Go .2 miles. UU Hall is on left immediately past
CR 145. A  yellowish-tan building with trailor
next to it.

--------------------------------------
All services begin at 11:00am

Jan 1: New Years song and food

Jan 8: Lay led discussion of our 3rd principle

Jan 15: Community voice

Jan 22: Board led: "How is our UUCO
community growing?"

Jan 29: Minister, TBA

>>>>> NEW MEMBER SPOTLIGHT <<<<<
Beth Boerger

I moved to Oxford in July 2005 from Austin, TX,
where I recently completed a Ph. D. in
Developmental Psychology. I came to Oxford to
take an assistant professor position at the
University.

Although I moved north from Austin to get to
Oxford, I am really a transplanted Northerner,
having grown up in Lancaster Co., Pennsylvania
and Morgan Co., Ohio, and having spent most of
my adult life in Pittsburgh, PA. Oxford is therefore
simultaneously the least rural of the rural places
I’ve lived and the least urban of the urban places
I’ve lived.

In terms of my religious background, I grew up as
a product of a mixed marriage. My father’s family
was intensely Catholic and my mother’s were, after
a more relaxed fashion, members of the United
Church of Christ. Although my mother converted to
Catholicism and reared us as devout church-going,
pray-three-times-a-day Catholics, she inevitably
also imbued us with a healthy sense of skepticism
toward church dogma. The seed of my break with
the church was firmly planted when the parish
priest told her it was a mortal sin for her to have a
hysterectomy after the birth of her ninth child, even
though each pregnancy caused increasingly severe
health problems for her.

As an adult I have channeled my desire for being
involved in something greater than myself into
community and political activism. These efforts,
however, did not seem to be quite enough –
although these involvements provided opportunities
for close, committed relationships with others, the
purpose of the relationships was not to enhance or
celebrate the divine as it emerges from authentic
human interaction. It was the desire for such
relationships that led to my interest in the UU
church.

Interests include reading both fiction and
non-fiction, hanging out with my beasts, hiking
with the dog (anyone who knows of good nearby
trails, please share this information with me!) and
just about any kind of cardiovascular exercise. I



also hope to develop both interest and skill in
landscaping and home improvement projects, since
my new status as a homeowner seems to require
both.

>>>>>>>> SPAFER <<<<<<<<
South Points Association for Exploring Religion, is
a groupof individuals in the MidSouth area who
enjoy meeting periodically and discussing religious
issues in a free and respectful atmosphere. 
SPAFER also from time to time sponsors speakers
who provide different and stimulating insights into
religion questions.  We all know how critically
important this kind of religious education is for the
MidSouth.  With conservative Christian churches
speaking so loudly in public, it is easy to paste the
conservative Christian label across the MidSouth
and ignore the rich spiritual life that is to be found
in this region.  It can be difficult to hear other
voices, other ideas, other perspectives.
Because of its location near the University of
Mississippi, Oxford has been a center of thought 

and culture.  We can join with SPAFER as a way of
bringing speakers who would not otherwise be
heard in our area.  The organization is
headquartered in Birmingham, Alabama, and the
speakers that they bring address audiences in
Birmingham, Tuscaloosa, Tupelo, and, with some
encouragement, Oxford, too.  Don Manning-Miller
of Rust College, Ruth Jaekel of the Tupelo UU
Congregation, and Linda Foshee of Our Home are
some of the individuals who participate in
SPAFER.  It is a 501(c)-3 non-profit organization,
formed in 2000 to fill the need for a forum in the
Mid-South to explore religious questions that
orthodox religions will not address, open to
individual membership.  There are a number of free
resources on the Web site and they also have a
newsletter.  To learn more and to join, here is the
S P A F E R  W e b  s i t e  a d d r e s s :
<http://www.spafer.org/>http://www.spafer.org/, or
you can contact them at SPAFER, Inc. P.O. Box
130267 Birmingham, AL 35213 
(205) 252-9573.
Submitted by: Sharon Martinez

The board of UUCO and the editor wish everyone a safe and sane new year


