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>>  SILENT AUCTION AND TALENT SHOW  <<
COME TO THE GRANDEST SHOW ON EARTH:
THE UU TALENT SHOW AND SILENT AUCTION,
Saturday, March 29th, 7:00 p.m. @ UUHall
The Middle School Youth will be calling you soon to
sign up for a place on  the program. REMEMBER, you
DO NOT have to be talented to be featured!!  Do  you
know a talented musician to ask to perform for us?
Why not ask them  and get them in touch with the
middle school youth?  Please contact Ann  Phillippi
(236-1456 or ann@watervalley.net) by February 26 to
get on the  program.

The silent auction is a new addition to this fun annual
event.  It has the  potential to be a major fund raiser and
plans are in the works to make it  so.  Here are some
examples of what we will have to auction: a dinner for
six at “Athenia” in Holly Springs in the fall; an
oil-cloth tablecloth (  61"x98") from Provence, France;
infamous chocolate cheesecake.  Please  start thinking
of a cherry item and/or service you might be able to
donate.  Denise will personally contact each UUCO
member within the  next  ten days to get this new event
rolling.  If you are not a member but have  something
you would like to donate, please contact Denise Marion
(234-5099  or dmarion@watervalley.net) by February
24.

Deadline for listing auction items is March 24.
Deadline for being in the talent show is March 26.

>>>>>>>>>>>>> CALENDAR <<<<<<<<<<<<<<
Directions to UU Hall: From Jackson Ave. in Oxford
turn onto College Hill  Rd. At the intersection with Old
Sardis Rd. (stop sign) continue straight  onto Old Sardis
Rd. CR 198 is on the right approx. 3.5 miles from this
intersection. Look for the sign on the right. UU Hall is
a short way down  CR 198 on the left.

PHOTO OPPORTUNITY - Some Sunday this month
we will gather after the program  for a photo to include
with our new Chalice Lighter Grant. 
Sunday, March 2, 11:00 a.m., UU Hall
Lay-led service "Moving Through Life" with Elaine
Gelbard
How can dance add meaning to our hymns, readings,
and rituals to make them  more "moving"?  Elaine
Gelbard hosts the first of a series of arts-based
Sundays inspired by the service on creativity lay-led by
David  Roederer.  Elaine will be joined by a talented
ensemble of Vicki Reither,  Rene Pulliam, and
Christopher Shager.  These performers, who have
worked  together on spiritual programs of text, music,
and dance, will demonstrate  and also invite your
reflections.

Sunday, March 9, 10:00 a.m., Oxford Courthouse
lawn, Oxford Square Shape Note Singers hosted by
Elaine Gelbard
The second Sunday of every March, Oxford is host to
shape-note singers from  Oxford and surrounding areas.
They sing 4-part harmony from the Sacred Harp
Hymnal. UUCO has been asked to help sponsor the
event this year. The  singing will begin on the
Courthouse Lawn at 10:00 a.m. Participants can  join in
the singing of these beautiful old hymns or simply
enjoy listening.  There will be a "covered dish lunch"
from noon until 1:00, then singing  will continue from
1:00-3:00. We can help by spreading the word about
the  event, by serving coffee to early arrivals at 9:00
a.m., and by  contributing dishes for the lunch.   Please
contact Elaine to volunteer:  egelbard@olemiss.edu
236-2545.

Sunday, March 16, 11:00 a.m., UU Hall
Community Building Sunday with John Ludeman
Come one and all for an outdoor gardening experience
with our own Master  Gardener, John Ludeman. Bring
rakes and shovels and hoes and trowels, good  spirits
and big wide smiles.

Sunday, March 23, 11:00 a.m., UU Hall
Guest Minister, Linda Foshee "Speaking of God"
An erroneous report recently circulated the UUA e-mail
network. The gist of  it: Reverend William Sinkford,
President of the UUA, had been quoted as  saying he



would push for our current 1984 Principles and
Purposes to be  revisited, and the word "God" added.
Shall we speak or not speak of God?  Linda will share
her thoughts on the matter. (See Sinkford's column in
the  March/April UU World magazine.)   **For all you
wonderful folks who have  been concerned about me,
I am feeling GREAT! Jamie and I are both looking
forward to being with you all again.

Sunday, March 30, 11:00 a.m., UU Hall
Discussion Sunday - Leader Pricilla Handy
Discussion of A Chosen Faith, Section 6, Chapters 11,
“For The Beauty of  The Earth” and Chapter 12,
“Returning to the Springs”. The discussion will  delve
into of our living tradition’s fifth source, “Spiritual
teachings of  Earth-centered traditions, which celebrate
the sacred circle of life and  instruct us to live in
harmony with the rhythms of nature.” Additional
copies of A Chosen Faith available. Ask David
Roederer at the  discussion session, or at 234-9243.

Sunday, April 6, 11:00 a.m., UU Hall
Laura Antonow will speak to us about Sacred
Architecture

UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST:
April 12, Sat, 2:00, @ Wall Doxey State Park, Mac
Warren's Coming of Age  Ceremony. Call Ann
Phillippi or Mel Warren for details (662-236-1456)
May 2 - 4, Fri-Sun, @ Wall Doxey State Park, 7th
Annual UUCO Retreat. Call  UUHall for details
(662-513-1970).

-------------------------------------------
TUPELO GROUP CALENDAR
We meet at Temple B’Nai Israel at 1301 Marshall
St.every first and third  Sunday at 11:00 A.M.

March 2 11:00 A.M. Dr Marianne Hill, member of the
Mississippi Humanities  Council, will speak on Women
and Mississippi. Pot-luck lunch will follow  the
Service.

March 16 10:00 A.M. RE Briggs Massey will lead a
discussion of Why Religion  Matters, by Huston Smith.
11:00 A.M. Otho Stephens is speaker.
 
>>>>>>>  RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  <<<<<<<<
CHILDREN'S RE: All sessions start at 9:45 a.m. and
are held in our  wonderful new building.
We are very excited about moving into our new RE

room! Do come and  visit--it will take a few more
weeks to get art on the walls, etc. but we'd  still love to
show it off to you. We appreciate very much the
contributions  and hard work of all our UUCO
members and friends who have made our home
possible. Be sure to read the thank you note the
children left for you last  weekend.
All Sunday School sessions begin at 9:45 a.m. It is hard
to teach a good  lesson with latecomers straggling in, so
please try to arrive by 9:40. We  are meeting this
semester as follows.

YOUNGER GROUP (Pre-K through 3rd)
March 23
April 13
Anne Ludeman is the teacher.
OLDER SUNDAY SCHOOL GROUP (4th and older)
March 23
April 27
Luanne Buchanan is the teacher.

UUCO MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH ACTIVITIES
(Wednesdays at UUHall 6:30-8:00 unless otherwise
noted)
March 15. We meet at St. John's Catholic Church for
their Ash Wednesday  Service. Call Laura Antonow for
details (662-234-9243)
March 19. Group discussion prompted by "Questions
for Teens". Led by either  Sierra Gelbard or Elaine
Gelbard.
March 26. A movie at Hannah Holland's house. Call
Ray Prach or Marge  Holland for details
(662-238-2927)

>>>>>>> COMMUNITY SERVICE 
<<<<<<<<<<
Breadbreakers will meet March 26th at noon at Pearl
Street Pasta. 

>>>>>>>>  COMMUNITY CORNER <<<<<<<<<
CONGRATULATIONS TO RIKI ROEDERER!
Riki won FIRST PLACE in the recent Mississippi
Junior Classical League Art  Competition!!! Ask her
about her drawing!! We are proud of you, Riki!! 

CONGRATULATIONS TO JOSEPH HOFFHEIMER!
Joseph has been selected as one of 23 students for the
Memphis Youth String  Orchestra!!! He is also one of
the "first violinists". The talented group  is conducted
by Pak Chung Cheng. Please congratulate Joseph for
his  accomplishment.



Mary Beasley's son, Kenny, came home from Kuwait
on yesterday and is in Ft.  Bennings, Ga.  Grandson
Gary is still in Qatar.

-----------------------------------
HI EVERYONE!!!! TONI AND BILLY HERE.

We sure miss all of you.  You all  have a standing
invitation to come and visit with us in Durham, NC.
Below  is a little of what our relocation was like.  Send
us emails  (billy@carrom.org) and keep us in your
positive thoughts.

Our final day in Oxford was pretty amusing. Why is
there never a video  camera around when you need
one? We had packed every thing into our 2  vehicles
and trailer. Cassie, our cat, was in her carrier. Tessie
and Peggy  were in their carriers. Now for Jack, our
newest, wild, dog. Billy and I  had both had our
showers already, but this proved to be a mistake on our
part. Jack, who we could not get our hands on, had
been drugged with the  maximum safe dose of doggy
downers and we thought....."no sweat, we'll just  walk
out, pick him up, and put him in the carrier." Wrong.
The next 20  minutes looked like something from the
Keystone Cops movies or a greased  pig competition a
rodeo as Billy and I attempted in vain to corral this
dog. Next we enclosed the dog box area with some of
the excess roofing tin  and then took an 8' long piece of
fencing between us and herded Jack into  this new
small enclosed space. Then Billy gently lowered a large
noose  around Jack's head. As soon as we tightened it,
we were transported into a  new scene. Now it appears
we are either deep sea fishing with a marlin on  the line
or we lassoed a wild mustang. The feeling is that is we
don't do  something quick, Jack may break his neck
from the somersaults he's  throwing. He calmed right
down as soon as we got him in the dog kennel we
bought.

The move was okay and definitely an endurance
test. We left 12:30 in the  afternoon on Wednesday,
November 6, drove straight through for 17 hours and
arrived here Thursday morning - 6 am. Our tenant was
still living here and  we had no dog pen. So we all
moved into our 600 square foot one bedroom
apartment: Billy, Toni, Tessie (70 lbs), Peggy, Cassie,
and Jack. We were  very cozy. Jack mostly stayed in
his carrier in the house until the dog pen  was complete.
But the result is that he loves his dog carrier. He lived
in  in for 3-4 days continuously. We kept it in the
kitchen under a table until  mid Dec. and he would get
in it anytime he needed to feel safe. He's moved
beyond that now. He goes for walks on a leash with us

and is always excited  about going for a walk although
he can't tolerate us walking up to him in  the open and
putting a leash on him. Instead, he'll get in the dog box
and  wait for us to walk over and put the leash on him
while he is feeling safe.  Then he easily and joyfully
goes for a walk with us and Peggy. This is a  huge step.
We love him dearly and he has brought new
playfulness to Tessie,  our 14 year old shepherd.

The ice storm Dec. 2nd, left us without power for 1
week and made planning  for Christmas very intense
because power was not restored until Dec. 8th.  One
night the low was 17 degrees.  About 90% of the city
was without power,  there was curfew, and gas stations
and grocery stores opened up as power  was gradually
restored. Still on Saturday, 75% of all electric
customers  were still without power in Durham.  We
were luckier than most.  Our old  1914 house has gas
room heaters, we have a gas stove, and by the 3rd day,
Billy had gotten the gas water heater to work for our
old tenant's  bathroom, so we were only missing lights
and blow dryers.

Guess who stayed with us twice, once on Dec. 21
and again on Dec.  29?  Sandra and Katie Moss with
Sandra's housemate, Lynn and her daughter  Julie!!  We
had friends from MS come already!! It was great!  I had
been  missing my calm life in MS and all our friends.
It relieved the  homesickness and we all laughed a lot.
The guest room was warm and cozy. 

We have landscapers helping us decide what trees to
plant as our lot (.5  acre) is bare and needs a lot of
work.  We have installed central heat and  air.  It's
amazing how just that raises the quality of ones life.
Storm  windows loom on the horizon and we are just
about ready to paint the room  which will be my
healing / classroom and then will have the floors  done.
After which I will finally be able to start my healing
practice here. 

During the week of January 16, Keith and Vanessa
came down from  Massachusetts and stayed with us for
4 days.  We went to a peace vigil  together over the
weekend which was attended by over 900 people in
Durham.  We went for long walks and ate lots of good
food.  Keith and  Vanessa came to our second gig and
met a lot of our friends here.  Once  again, their visit
was so important to us.  Helping us to ease into this
life without feeling estranged from our Mississippi life.

We love you all. Toni and Billy.

>>>> UUA MIDSOUTH DISTRICT NEWS <<<<



2003 Mid-South District’s Annual Assembly on the
Horizon - May 16 - 18, 2003 UUA President Bill
Sinkford will be here with us in Nashville! He’s the
keynote speaker for this year’s gathering, which
focuses on “Setting the  Welcome Table in the Wider
World.” You will not want to miss hearing Bill  (both
during the Assembly and then on Sunday morning, as
he speaks during  the service of our host church, First
UU of Nashville).  You’ll want to be  at this Assembly
for many reasons!
A You’ll be challenged and informed by a panel of
Southern social activists  who will discuss major issues
in the region today.
A You’ll have workshops galore to choose from on
Saturday, all focusing on  some aspect of the Assembly
theme.
A Youth will be invited to participate (via the YAC) and
youth-oriented  programming will be provided.
A Singers can join in with the Assembly Choir, led this
year by First UU of  Nashville’s own Jason Shelton.
A Child care will be provided for the wee ones, and
child programming for  the older children.
Session and registration details will be available on the
MSD website at  www.uua.org/msd during March and
will be mailed to congregations during  April. Mark
your calendars now!!!!
For more information, contact Betsy Applegate or
Alice Dilbeck at amdmad@knology.net.

MANASSAS UU WEEKEND
The Bull Run UU's are sponsoring a weekend of bed,
breakfast, and  edu-tainment activities June 6-8. This
Historic Manassas Weekend offers  UU-guided historic
and nature tours, trips to the Manassas Heritage
Railway  Festival and Occoquan Arts and Crafts Show,
as well as golf and shopping.  All the details are on the
BRUU website <A 
HREF="http://www.bruu.org/">www.BRUU.org</A>.
We really hope you will come  to join us!  -- Ed Walsh

 >>>>>>>>>>>>  GOOD WORDS   <<<<<<<<<<<
"What really matters is whether the alphabet is used for
the declaration of  war or for the description of a
sunrise."  --Mr. Rogers

dmarion@watervalley.net


