FAQs about Mel Lasseter’s UUCO Oral History Project

Who: The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Oxford, and Mel Lasseter, M.A. student in Southern Studies.

What: A documentary photography and oral history project associated with the class taught by Dr. David Wharton at the university. The final product will be a book printed and bound by an internet book-making service. It will not be submitted for wider publication or wider consumption. UUCO will receive a copy of the book, as well as a CD with copies of the interviews and photographs.

Where: UUCO and environs. I’d like to take photographs during a few services. I’d also like to conduct oral history interviews with members of the congregation.

When: As soon as possible! This would be my end-of-semester project for the class. I’d like to conduct interviews and take photographs over the course of the next month, hopefully to wind up before Thanksgiving.

Why: UUCO is an important part of the local community, with a history worth exploring and recording. Unitarian Universalism is a living tradition with many facets, and recording history at the local and congregational level provides an important picture of those facets as they manifest in Oxford.

How did you find us?
I’m a second-generation Unitarian Universalist. My mother was the RE director of Thomas Jefferson Unitarian Church in Louisville, Kentucky for several years. When I moved to Oxford for graduate school, I looked on the UUA web site to see if there was a nearby congregation, and I found UUCO.

Do I have to participate?
You do not have to participate. Informed consent is a vital part of this process. Some people aren’t comfortable having their pictures taken or being interviewed, and that’s fine. If you’d rather I didn’t take your picture during a service, please just let me know, and I won’t. 

What do you mean by informed consent?

It’s important that you know and are okay with me taking your picture or conducting an interview. Anyone I photograph portrait-style and anyone who I interview will need to sign a consent form. This is also true for the parents of any children photographed or interviewed.

What happens to the book?
I will be using an internet self-publishing service such as Blurb.com to produce the book. I will have a copy, Dr. Wharton will have a copy, and UUCO will have a copy. I will not submit the book for wider publication or produce and sell additional copies. 

What if I have other questions?

Please contact me! Email is the best way to do that. My address is mlassete@olemiss.edu.

